It is rather extraordiniary that such incidents should all havc happened at the tri-annual meeting of the Society. Japan, Mexico, and Sweden were all applicants for the next meeting, and it has been arranged for Stockholm in 1941.
The subjects for discussion are: 1. Surgical shock considered from its various aspects. 2. The remote results of surgical operations for pulmonary tuberculosis. 3. The later results of operations upon the biliary passages. The official language is French, but each speaker gives his paper in his own language. It was arranged that if this meeting had been at Vienna, each speech would have at once been translated into five languages-French, English, German, Italian, Spanish-and each delegate, with ear-phone in front, could listen-in to the speeches in any one of the five languages-a somewhat similar method to that adopted at the League of Nations Conferences in Geneva. This was not possible at Brussels,, and so each speech was printed beforehand, and with it was given a summary in the four other languages.
At the meeting this year some forty-seven nations were represented, and five hundred to six hundred delegates were present. In the afternoons various entertainments were arranged for the ladies accompanying the delegates, and in the evening some combined festivity. One of the most interesting of these was a Raout in the City Hall, where we were received by the world-respected Burgomaster Max, and we could not help but wonder when we saw many of his former enemies adorned with the Iron Cross, coming forward to shake him by the hand.
The subjects for discussion were:-1. The surgical treatment of essential hypertension. 2. Surgical treatment of lung cyst and tumours. 3. Bone grafts, discussed from all angles. In the first discussion Peet from Ann Arbor, America, described the results of his operations in 375 cases, and gave a follow-up extending over five years. He had fifty per cent. of his patients free from symptoms. The patient was in most cases young, 30 to 40 years, and the high blood-pressure quite free from any sign of degenerative kidney lesion. It was extraordinary how the choked discs, thickened arteries (due to spasm), and the blood-pressure subsided. The aim of the operation is to cut the first and third splanchinic nerves in each side, using a posterior approach. In Peet's hands the total procedure takes about one hour.
In the operating-theatres visited one was impressed by the preference for spinal anaesthesia, and with the great amount of gastric and duodenal ulcers there as compared with this country. In one clinic every perforated peptic ulcer is treated by an immediate partial gastrotomy.
In Belgium there are four University towns, Louvain with three thousand students and two Universities (French and Flemish). Two thousand students are in Brussels and a few hundred in Ghent and Liege.
The meeting was a very successful one this year, and better attended by the English than usually.
I. F.
